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Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi 
 

Environmental Advisory Council (EAC) 
 

Thursday, May 8, 2008 - 2:00 pm 
Natural Resources Center- Room 1101 

 
Minutes 

 
Present: Roy Coons   Liz Smith 
  Christopher Cherniss  Fran Trevino 
  Thuy Fleming 
 
Guests: Glenda Swierc – TCEQ – Small Business Local Governing - Compliance 

Islander Student Environmental Action League (S.E.A.L.) - Barbara 
Tharas - President, Basil Blake, Javier Saldana, Steven Murawsky 

 
1. Roy called the meeting to order at 2:00 pm. The motion to approve the Minutes 

from the February meeting was tabled due to (not having a quorum). Roy explained 
the absences. Laurence Fischbach transporting a candidate for the VP of F&A 
position. David Jensen attending the IOSC in Savannah, GA. Renee Gonzales 
attending a meeting. 

 
New Business: 

 
2. Introductions – Glenda Swierc – TCEQ, Gary Jackson, A&M System – Risk 

Management Office (Maroon going Green), Christopher Cherniss, Environmental 
Specialist and S.E.A.L. members Barbara Tharas, Basil Blake, Javier Saldana and 
Steven Murawsky. 

 
Roy mentioned the TAMUCC Environmental Programs that are in place: 
Working with TCEQ and EPA on Spill Prevention and Control and 
Countermeasures; Facility Response Plan with Texas General Land Office; Storm 
Water Compliance with the City of Corpus Christi; Co-permittee with the City of 
Corpus Christi to prevent Stormwater contamination and sustain a healthy 
environment; Waste minimization program in compliance with chemicals – 
university costs from gone from $10,000 to $4,000 for hazardous waste disposal. 
Environmentally, we have accomplished quite a bit and we will continue to make 
ourselves environmentally friendly and to serve as stewards of the environment. 

 
3. Presentation by Christopher Cherniss – Developing an Environmental Management 

Plan utilizing Geographic Information System (GIS) Format. 
 
Q&A: Gary Jackson asked where the maps came from and about ArcView training.   
 



4. The Environmental Advisory Council and the TAMUCC Master Plan. 
Roy is trying to attain the Master Plan from Broddas and Associates. 

 
5. http://ww2.earthday.net. 

Referencing earth day website. Great information on what we can do to protect the 
earth’s resources. 
 

Old Business: 
 
1. Auto Check Emissions Program utilization for TAMUCC vehicles: 

Roy conveyed that Jim Needham has agreed to conduct a Pollution Prevention Day 
Program for our campus vehicles. This program will also be incorporated into our 
Environmental Management Plan to conduct emission checks on a yearly basis.  
 

2. Announcements/ Adjournment: 
 

Gary Jackson’s charge is to ensure by 8/31/2008 that all A&M campuses have 
established SPCC Plans, Air Permits, HazMat Program and a Statement for 
Environmental Management. He encouraged the student group to participate and 
challenges them not only to recycle but to look at other projects and try to 
incorporate all programs, thinking outside of the box by determining what programs 
are in place and what other types of programs can be put into place and what they 
want from them and where they want to go with them. The key to environmental 
programs is education, which requires students to get the word out. 
 
Roy informed the group of the items that are being recycled on campus. 
Lamps, lead acid batteries, used oil, metals, cardboard. (electronic units(computers) 
are also recycled). The paper and plastic bottle recycling program will be 
reinitiated. As good stewards, we are saving money and the environment. 
 
The Student Environmental Action League wants to be a part of the TAMUCC 
Recycling Program. Dr. Richard McLaughlin, HRI Chair and Professor is the 
group’s faculty advisor. 
 
Barbara Tharas said that the group is interested in identifying all Storm Drains on 
campus by stenciling them. Roy said he would contact the City of CC and borrow 
the stencils. He will work closely with S.E.A.L. 
 
Liz Smith suggested that the Council meet with the group and discuss their projects, 
develop a timeline and streamline their efforts in a way to not duplicate efforts and 
save money by cost avoidance. The Council will meet with the group by the end of 
next week. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m. 

 


